THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
Finally he would point to the absence in the States of any army
ready for action, and of any strict discipline to counterbalance
individualism and unbounded liberty. Corruption and venality
seem to give access everywhere, even in the highest classes of
society. The concentration on smart business cannot but neutralize
inhibitions which in Germany and the European countries still
exist and enable resistance to the revolutionary movement to be
maintained for some time. There is also so much ambition in
America, with the result that prominent men can be bought by
providing them with the consciousness that they are patriots. In
face of all the manifest evils and weaknesses, the cry "Awake,
America!" will have its effect on these men. The prospect of
saving America from disaster can be a temptation to patriots who
are in despair or think they are.
In Germany Nazism won its path to victory with the element
known as the "drifting sands'* (Triebsand}, the mass of unpolitical
people who had been uprooted by war and inflation, who had lost
everything, the small men with no hope left, clerks and officials
more than workmen of the lower middle class or the proletarians.
The mass of this economic and political, social and moral Triebsand
was particularly great in America. And America was no longer
the land of unlimited opportunities. The old elements of tension
remained and new ones were being added to them: the race
question, the negro question, the differences between northern and
southern States, and between eastern and western. Hitler counted
on important assistance from the race question. He believed that
the differences that produced the Civil War had not by any means
been reconciled. He counted on the creation of divisions, as in
Germany, by the revival of old differences and rivalries. There
seemed to him to be a possibility of returning to the older and
better forms of American community, and so winning over that
part of the nation that is sceptical of the virtues of the modem mass-
democracy, and that looks back on the days of its forefathers as a
romantic past of better and more solid qualities.
Above all there was the Jewish question. It seemed almost
child's play to kindle anti-Semitism in America and to use it to set
the revolutionary elements in motion, as had been done in
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